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O R D E R

On April 20, 2004, Columbia Gas of Kentucky, Inc. (“Columbia”) filed a letter

requesting that the Commission postpone its planned evaluation of Columbia’s pilot

Customer Choice Program (“Choice Program”).  Columbia made the request to

postpone the audit process to allow it time to decide whether to let the term of the pilot

Choice Program expire or to file a request to continue it with modifications.  Columbia

stated that it was planning to meet with interested parties prior to making such a

decision.  The Commission has reopened this docket for the purpose of soliciting

comment from all parties to this proceeding  prior to acting on Columbia’s request.

DISCUSSION

In its September 25, 2003 Order in this case, which approved the continuation of

the Choice Program through March 31, 2005, the Commission stated that it would

initiate the process to retain an external consultant to evaluate the Choice Program,

pursuant to KRS 278.255, prior to the end of the 2003-2004 heating season.  Columbia

was notified in a March 22, 2004 letter from the Commission’s Executive Director of the

Commission staff’s plans to initiate the consultant selection process for that evaluation.

Copies of the Executive Director’s March 22, 2004 letter and Columbia’s April 20, 2004
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letter, which contains its request to postpone the evaluation of the Choice Program, are

attached to this Order.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that all parties shall file their responses to

Columbia’s April 20, 2004 request to postpone the evaluation of the Choice Program

within seven days from the date of this Order.

Done at Frankfort, Kentucky, this 1st day of June, 2004.

By the Commission
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